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Methods and Tools of NYPD Surveillance 
Advancements in technology have allowed the NYPD unprecedented access into everyday civilians’ phones, 
homes, and lives. 
 

STINGRAY CELL PHONE SURVEILLANCE (ALSO KNOWN AS “CELL SITE SIMULATORS” OR “IMSI CATCHERS”) 

These cell phone surveillance devices imitate a cell tower by sending out signals to trick cell phones nearby into 

sending their locations and identifying information. This allows users to track a cell phone user’s location. However, 

when used to track a suspect’s cell phone, these devices also gather information from the phones of innumerable 

bystanders. The devices can record every phone number the phone has texted, called or received; and in some cases 

collect the content of those calls and texts. 

The NYPD does not require a search warrant or probable cause to use this technology. Moreover, only 2/1016 uses of 

the sting ray targeted suspected terrorist activity according to the NYPD’s own activity log. 

Estimated cost: $169,000 per Stingray vehicle with one year of maintenance 

 

MOBILE X-RAY VANS 

These vans are military-grade surveillance tools that enable the NYPD to use x-rays to create high-resolution images of 

the insides of your home or your car without a search warrant.  

Estimated cost: $729,000-$825,000 per unit  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA MONITORING 

Companies like Geofeedia, and many more, scrape images from social media platforms like Twitter, Facebook and 

Instagram and run them through facial recognition software. These can be used to track protesters pictured in their 

own or other people’s social media photos, and anybody with an outstanding warrant can be found and arrested. 

Using automated tools to monitor social media platforms always comes with false positives, and these tools always 

import the biases of their creator. This leads us to believe that marginalized communities will be disproportionately 

affected by these invasive tools. 

 

PROJECT HEMISPHERE 

AT&T’s top-secret mass surveillance program Project Hemisphere allows law enforcement to buy records going back to 

1987 so they can track callers’ whereabouts and contacts without a warrant.  

Project Hemisphere is similar to the NSA spying program uncovered by Edward Snowden, but is even bigger, adding $4 

billion call records to its database each day 

Estimated cost: $100,000 to $1 million. 


